To Wellfleet residents in the National Seashore:

The tax bill for fiscal 1977 for your property in Wellfleet probably 
shows a very large increase over the past years. We have questioned 
the Selectman-Assessors (they are the same persons) and have been 
examining the tax records in Town Hall. We have learned the following:

Several years ago the Commonwealth or Massachusetts mandated that all 
property in the state be revalued to reflect 100% of market value. In 
1974 and 1975 the residents or Wellfleet, in town meeting, turned down
an article to pay for this work. The Selectmen, feeling that the town 
was going to be slow in comply1ng with the state law, decided to revalue 
all the land in the National Seashore and a few other selected properties 
leaving the majority or land and homes untouched. Your current tax bill 
is the result of this re-evaluation which was done in 1975 and reflects 
the Assessors judgement of 40% of the full market value of your land.

Then in May of this year the annual town meeting finally voted to go 
ahead with the 100% valuation and appropriated money for a professional 
firm or appraisers to do the work. These appraisers will not have 
access to present town records, but will proceed entirely on their own. 
This work has started. The entire town is to be revalued and it is 
reasonable to expect that all properties will show a very substantial 
increase due to inflation but that the tax bill to individuals will not 
appreciably go up. There will, of course, be exceptions but as the 
total valuation or town property increases the tax rate will decrease.

If, however, your taxes for next year do go up and you decide to contest 
them your failure to ask for an abatement this year could be construed 
as acquiesence and therefor prejudice your case.

Many of the residents in the National Seashore whose taxes have jumped 
radically this year are filing for an abatement. We have good reason 
to believe that such a request will bring positive results. We have 
been informed that the Selectmen's re-evaluation was discriminatory, 
arbitrary and illegal. If you wish to file for an abatement we have,
for your convenience, enclosed two copies of the forms needed. One must be presented or mailed to the Selectmen before November 19, 1976.
This and several other recent incidents has prompted a small group in 
Wellfleet to consider forming a Wellfleet National Seashore Taxpayers
Association. We are prepared to organize with by-laws and provisions 
appropriate to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Our self interest 
as seasonal or year round residents and taxpayers will be considered, 
but our primary focus will be to insure that the beauty and ecology of 
the Cape will be protected. To this end we will endeavor to keep the 
members informed of important matters concerning the National Seashore 
in Wellfleet.

If you react favorably to this idea please let us know and send $5.00 
to help with the expense of postage, mailing, etc. Please make your 
check out to WELLFLET NATIONAL SEASHORE TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION and mail 
to Box 449, Wellfleet, Mass. 02667.
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